FBB-FOUNDATION-TASTER
Our first extract is from Topic 2, “Modern Materials”

The list of resources includes images and research papers to support the self-learning method. While we often use
peer-reviewed research papers to provide evidence of the validity of the ideas presented in the course it is not
required that you can discuss the details of the science they contain. Much can be learned just by reading the
conclusions or abstracts, or perhaps by looking at tables or graphs of main results and this is all we ask at this stage.
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This is an extract from the descriptive document FBB-FMM01. These documents are your main source of
information. Each one contains “Tasks” that require you to do some independent thinking or researching before the
ideas are explained later in the document.
It is known that simply trying to answer a question – even when you may not have learnt the subject in depth – is
one of the most effective ways that ‘deep learning’ (things you can never forget about a topic) is achieved. In fact,
just reading about a subject and then simply trying to remember what you’ve read turns out to be one of the worst
ways to learn!
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This is part of the mid-sessional test for the Modern Materials topic. Questions such as these will appear both in the
coursework and in the final examination and your final grade will depend on your performance in all these
assessments.

Of course you will always have access to your notes, the coursework material and other sources of information as
you complete the tests. In this sense the tests are a type of “open book” examination. There will be time limits to
complete the assessments but there is no reason why you should be unable to answer those questions that simply
require you to recall the facts and principles.
We will have two levels of test throughout the course and final examination.
In the first level students will be able to achieve a pass mark for the course by successfully completing tests
comprising questions such as those shown above. In the second level the questions will demand a degree of insight
and students able to successfully complete these tests will have the opportunity to pass the course “With
Distinction”.
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This is an extract from Topic 4, Force Distribution.

Page | 4

This rather technical topic is carefully constructed and delivered with the understanding that non-scientists and
those without technical backgrounds are amongst the majority of students. Remember that there is tutor support
available for all topics.

Finally, all topics end with a “Key Points” box. You should ensure that you are familiar with these points to
successfully complete the course.

Final Word
We hope that this preview has inspired you to enrol on the Foundation course and that you feel that it is something
that you will find interesting and beneficial. We welcome all of our enrolling students and look forward to working
with you on this project.
Many of you will be able to improve our performance perhaps by correcting things we’ve got wrong or providing
ideas for additional topics to go into future courses. We welcome these contributions as you study the course where
they might even form topics for forum discussion suitable for the whole cohort. In this way you are contributing to a
more structured and informed approach to the learning of the often unfathomable subject of bitting.

Dr. Graham Cross (Director of Studies)
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